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Declaration on the Reintegration of Trafficking Survivors
We, the representatives of Good Shepherd International Foundation Nepal, Good Shepherd Sisters Central East India -Nepal, Opportunity Village Nepal, Amrat India-Nepal- Talitakum-Pakistan, Kin India, Caritas Bangladesh, and IOM Sri Lanka convened to address the critical issue of human trafficking in South Asia. Recognizing the increasing incidence of human trafficking and the evolving modus operandi, which puts all individuals, including children, women, and men, at high risk, we express our deep concern for the situation of trafficking survivors.
The challenges faced by trafficking survivors are exacerbated by inadequate reintegration strategies and the poor implementation of legal frameworks. Unsafe Migration and unsafe use of social media have further heightened the risks faced by vulnerable populations.
Building on the experiences shared by panelists from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, and Nepal during the World Social Forum 2024, we propose the following recommendations to strengthen the reintegration approach of South Asian countries:
1. Ensure the establishment of sufficient safe and transit homes with adequate standard services, including health and psychosocial support.
2. Provide economic opportunities to trafficking survivors to enable them to achieve economic independence.
3. Align human trafficking laws with the Palermo Protocol, ensuring that national legislation is in full compliance with the standards outlined in the Protocol. 
4. Develop and implement comprehensive reintegration plans at the national level.
5. Establish standard operating procedures for the rescue and repatriation of trafficking survivors between source and destination country.
6. Enhance the leadership of survivors within their communities.
7. Increase information dissemination to raise awareness, particularly regarding safe migration and unsafe use of social media.
8. Strengthen community-based vigilance and surveillance committees.

We call upon South Asian countries to prioritize these recommendations and commit to their effective implementation to ensure the successful reintegration of trafficking survivors into society.
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